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Session Theme: COVID-19 Surveillance in Public

Laboratory Medicine Health
1:00 p.m. Claude P. Brown Memorial Lecture: 1:00 p.m. Abraham J. Gitlitz Memorial Lecture:
University of Calgary Baylor College of Medicine
Towards Improved Outcomes of Intemational Efforts in Combatting COVID19:
Hematological Malignancies: Three Behind the Scenes of How to Develop a
Approaches of Precision Medicine. COVID-19 Vaccine Suitable for Global Access.
1:40 p.m. Q&A 1:50 p.m. Q&A
1:50 p.m. ui 2:00 p.m. Presentation of:
Mayo Clinic F.W. Sunderman, Jr. Diploma of Honor by
The journey to replace immunofixation Awards Chair
with mass spectroscopy for plasma cell e
disorders.
. 2:10 p.m.
RS [PHIT QA University of lowa, College of Public Health
2:40 p.m. _ The Collaboration of Clinical and Public
Penn State Cancer Institute Health Laboratories to Provide COVID
Comprehensive identification of structural Testing Services.
variants, the dark matter of cancer .
genomics. 2:50 p.m. Q&A
3:20 p.m. Q&A 3:00 p.m. Presentation of:
X Clinical Scientist of the Year Award by
3:30 p.m. Presentation of: Awards Chair
Young Clinical Scientist Award by to
Awards Chair
. 3:10 p.m.
Utah Public. Health Laboratory,
3:40 p.m. Short presentations—see website for details Salt Lake City, UT
(abstracts submitted by young scientists) Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 Variants.
5:40 p.m. (approx) Program concludes 3:50 p.m. Q&A
4:00 p.m. ACS 2021 Annual Business Meeting

(all members and non-members cordially invited)

ACS President, presiding

5:00 p.m. (approx) Program concludes
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President’s Corner

A Farewell

As my tenure as President of the

Association of Clinical Scientists

concludes, many changes

have taken place within our

organization, our professions,

and our personal lives due to

COVID-19. My warmest thanks

to all the Association members

who have served on the front

lines during the pandemic. Events Dr. Keri Donaldson
that all of us were looking forward

to attending and meeting in person were not allowed to
take place.

In light of these restrictions, The Association of Clinical
Scientists has scheduled its first ever virtual Annual
Meeting for Thursday, May 13, and Friday, May 14, 2021,
with each day’s program beginning at 1:00 p.m. CDT.

This meeting is open to all-members and non-members
alike. The theme of Thursday’s meeting is “Emerging
Technologies in Clinical Laboratory Medicine”. The
program begins with the Claude P. Brown Memorial
Lecture presented by Faisal Khan, Ph.D., University of
Calgary, on Towards Improved Outcomes of Hematological
Malignancies: Three Approaches of Precision Medicine.
The program continues with presentations by Dr. David
Murray from the Mayo Clinic and Dr. James Broach

of the Penn State Cancer Institute followed by a Q & A
session. An award presentation and Fellows/Student short
talks will conclude the day’s program.

Friday, May 14th, the meeting continues at 1:00 PM CDT
with the theme “COVID-19 Surveillance in Public Health”.
Dr. Maria Elena Bottazzi from Baylor College of Medicine
will present the Abraham J. Gitlitz Memorial Lecture
entitled International Efforts in Combatting COVID19:
Behind the Scenes of How to Develop a COVID-19
Vaccine Suitable for Global Access. Dr. Michael Pentella
from the University of lowa will present The Collaboration
of Clinical and Public Health Laboratories to Provide
COVID Testing Services. Dr. Kelly Oakeson, Utah
Public Health Laboratory, Salt Lake City, UT, will present
Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 Variants. There will be time
for Q & A, two award presentations, and an Association
Business meeting will conclude the day.

Please go to the website for all the actual program at:
https://www.clinicalscience.org/meetings.html#Program

We are grateful to the entire program committee chaired
by Jonathan Hoyne, Ph.D. and the committee members:
Joshua A. Bornhorst, Ph.D., Chris Crutchfield, Ph.D.,
Alexander Feldman, M.D., Shuko Harada, M.D., Robert
Hardy, Ph.D., Charles D. Hawker, Ph.D., M.B.A., M.
John Hicks, M.D., Ph.D., D.D.S., Stephen M. Roper,
Ph.D., Consolato M. Sergi, M.D., Ph.D., and Roland
Valdes, Jr., Ph.D. We hope you will be able to join us for
this important, timely educational event.

One of the hallmarks of the Association is to provide
educational presentations on timely and topical themes. Due
to the pandemic and elimination of face-to-face meetings,
the Executive Committee and a task force chaired by Drs.
Tito Sergi and Rob Hardy decided to hold a half-day virtual
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meeting on November 13, 2020. This proved to be a successful
event with many participants from both the United States and
several foreign counties. Registration for the event far outpaced
the expectations of the Program Committee as did attendance
at the live event. We are grateful to the list of speakers who
presented timely topics: Dr. M. John Hicks, who presented
Epidemics and Pandemics Through the Centuries: A Historical
Perspective, Dr. James Dunn, who presented Development

of Molecular Testing for SARS-CoV-2: Challenges with
Implementation during a Pandemic, Dr. Salika M. Shakir who
presented Saliva Testing for SARS-CoV-2: A Game Changer and
the Challenges That Come with It, and Dr. Elitza S. Theel who
presented SARS-CoV-2 Serologic Testing: Much Ado Abouit...
Antibodies? The archived presentations, which continue to
have current content, can still be found online at:

http://clinicalscience.org/meetings.html#Past.

Annual Meeting for May, 2022

We had originally planned to meet in Louisville, Kentucky,
for the 140th Annual Meeting. Dr. Valdes and his committee
comprised of Drs. Mark Linder, Tiffany Roberts, Chris
Crutchfield, Philip Foulis, and Jonathan Hoyne had a

full program of educational and informative presentations
scheduled. Since the meeting could not be held at the
Embassy Suites as planned, the hotel was going to

charge the Association a cancellation penalty. Through

the intercedence and efforts of Dr. Roland Valdes and Dr.
Charles Hawker, we were able to re-negotiate with the
hotel to hold the meeting for May 11-14, 2022, with a much
smaller financial penalty. This meeting is tentatively planned
to be a hybrid virtual and in-person meeting, offering a
virtual attendance option for participants unable to travel

to Louisville, but retaining the usual in-person features of

a typical ACS meeting—the receptions, Annual Awards
Banquet, and the Musicale. The Embassy Suites Louisville
Downtown Hotel is next to Fourth Street Live! and steps from
Museum Row, and the Muhammad Ali Center. It is blocks
from Whiskey Row and four miles from Churchill Downs,
home of the Kentucky Derby. The hotel features an indoor
pool and fitness center, daily free cooked-to-order breakfast,
and a complimentary evening reception. Every stay includes
nonsmoking rooms, complimentary safes, and free Wi-Fi.
We hope you will join us either in- person or virtually. Please
check the website for all the upcoming registration and
meeting information.

The Association

It has been my pleasure to serve with the following officers
during this past year: Dr. Joshua Bornhorst, President
Elect; Dr. Chris Crutchfield, Vice President; Dr. Jonathan
Hoyne, Secretary 2020-23; Dr. Shuko Harada, Executive
Committee Member 2020-22; and Dr. Yusheng Zhu,
Executive Committee Member 2020-21. Additionally,

other members of the Executive Committee including Past
President, M. John Hicks, Treasurer, Stephen Roper, Chair
of Young Fellows Section Oversight Committee, Alexander
Feldman, Director of Scientific Sections, Robert Hunter,
Journal Editor-in-Chief, Nina Tatevian, and Executive
Director, Charles Hawker have all contributed immeasurably
to the success of the organization. We are also grateful to
the Chairs and members of the following Committees: Cell
& Tissue Pathology, Clinical Chemistry & Biotechnology,
Clinical Immunology & Microbiology, Clinical Infomatics,

Clinical Science in Practice, Clinical Molecular Biology &
Genetics, Hematology & Transfusion Medicine, Medical Error
Reduction, Therapeutics and Toxicology.

As you can see, our members cover a wide range of services
and would welcome your participation in what area would be
of interest of you. Their service and dedication have been an
invaluable resource for the Association and to me personally
during my tenure. | would like to acknowledge and thank Dr.
John Hicks who is completing his term as Past President
and welcome Dr. Yusheng Zhu as the next Vice President.

In Memoriam

As part of the Association’s Annual Meeting in Hershey in 2019,
we were honored to include a special presentation made by
Dr. Hawker to Dr. Jeno Szakacs via Skype from his home

in Tampa, Florida. Dr. Szakacs was a founding member

and President of the Association in 1966 and continued to

be a strong supporter of the Association. All attendees were
delighted to hear his remarks. Dr. Szakacs, unfortunately,
passed away on March 1, 2021. He is survived by his wife,
Mirella and two children Juliana and Gabor. The Association
is indeed grateful to Dr. Szakacs for his leadership and
mentorship all these years. The members of the Association
send our deepest condolences to his family.

Become a Member

The Association of Clinical Scientists publishes the Annals
of Clinical & Laboratory Science. The Journal publishes

six issues per year with articles spanning across the full
spectrum of laboratory medicine and anatomic pathology,
and includes basic, translational and clinical science
research. We invite you to not only review the Journal but to
submit articles as well. The Journal is edited by Drs. Nina
Tatevian and Kyle Kurek with the editorial assistance of Ms.
Anara Baimetova and is a wonderful benefit of becoming a
member of the ACS. The website is:
http://www.annclinlabsci.org.

If you are not already a member of the Association, we invite
you to join. There are three levels of membership: Fellows,
Associate Fellows, and Members. Applications are available
on the website: http://www.clinicalscience.org/pdf/2019%20
ACS%20Brochure.pdf. Through its meetings, workshops,
publications, and professional interactions, the Association
fosters scientific inquiry, education, and collegiality.

An atmosphere not found in larger meetings promotes
discussion, learning, and mentoring.

Since joining the Association as a young investigator, | have
been privileged to interact with both senior members and
other investigators like myself who are in various stages

of our careers. My personal thanks to all the members of
the Association past and current as well as the Auxiliary
members who have contributed to the success of the
Association’s Annual Meetings

Wishing everyone continued success and good health.

Kind regards,

Keri Donaldson, M.D., M.S.C.E.
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The Young Fellows Section,
which serves scientists age 45

or younger, aims to foster career
growth by providing opportunities
to network and build relationships
with other professionals in the
field, give presentations and
receive awards at our annual
meeting and receive mentorship
from more experienced

members. If you are interested in
establishing a mentor from within
our organization, please contact me
via email.

Alex Feldman

Our 2021 Annual Meeting is scheduled Thursday, May

13th and Friday, May 14th and promises to be an exciting
program! The afternoon of May 13th will feature abstracts
submitted by many of our young fellows. | hope you will be
able to join us for this engaging meeting. Registration details
can be found at:

http://www.clinicalscience.org/meetings/html.

Additionally, we encourage young fellows to submit a case
report, review article or original research manuscript for
publication to the Annals of Clinical and Laboratory Science,
the ACS journal. The instructions for authors can be found
at:

www.annclinlabsci.org.

It would be great to see a young fellow or trainee submit an
article each quarter for publication. The editorial board also
encourages trainees to serve as reviewers for the journal,
wherein you can be paired with senior reviewers to receive
hands-on guidance in the reviewing process. If you are
intergTsted in serving as a reviewer, please contact me via
email.

Sincerely,

Alex Feldman, M.D.
Chair, Young Fellows Section - Association of Clinical Scientists
Neuropathology Fellow, Northwestern Memorial Hospital

YOUNG FELLOWS SECTION CHAIR:
Alex Feldman, M.D.

email: alexander.feldman@northwestern.edu o

Wanted

Fellow or Associate Fellow to volunteer to
serve as Newsletter Editor for the Clinical
Science Trumpet. This is a great way to
serve and learn about the Association. It
can also open doors to other responsibilities
and opportunities in ACS.

Contact Charles D. Hawker, Ph.D., at:
charlie@charlesdhawker.com

Newsletter Trivia Question
Edited by Stephen M. Roper, Ph.D., FACSc

The first person to email the correct answer will have
their name mentioned in the following newsletter
and the satisfaction of knowing they won. Please
respond to, or if you have a trivia question you would
like to submit, please email to Stephen M. Roper at:
smroper@wustl.edu.

PREVIOUS QUESTION

Cystic fibrosis is a disorder characterized by
pancreatic insufficiency, chronic respiratory
infections, and elevated concentration of chloride
in the sweat; all secondary to defects in CFTR
function. Definitive diagnosis of cystic fibrosis
typically requires demonstration of elevated
chloride concentration (> 60mmol/L) in sweat

via the sweat test. What is the name of the

two individuals who first described pilocarpine
ionotophoresis for sweat stimulation in 1959?

ANSWER
Lewis E. Gibson and Robert E. Cooke (submitted by
David E. Bruns, M.D.).

CURRENT QUESTION
(SUBMITTED BY DAVID E. BRUNS, M.D.)

Which former president of the Association of
Clinical Scientists performed the autopsy on
President John F. Kennedy and later became
Director of Laboratories at Bethesda Naval
Hospital?

ANSWER

The answer will appear in the next Clinical Science
Trumpet. The person submitting the first correct
answer will have a chance to write the trivia question
for the subsequent newsletter.

Submit your answer by email to Stephen M. Roper,
Ph.D., FACSc, at: smroper@wustl.edu.

2022 Annual Meeting in
Louisville, Kentucky

The Association of Clinical Scientists was successfully
able to negotiate a cancellation of its contract with the
Embassy Suites Louisville Hotel planned for May 2021
with a new contract for May 11-14, 2022. This meeting
is tentatively planned to be a hybrid virtual and in-

person meeting, offering a virtual attendance option
for participants unable to travel to Louisville, but
retaining the usual in-person features of a typical ACS
meeting — the receptions, Annual Awards Banquet,
and the Musicale. Dr. Roland Valdes, Program Chair,
and his committee of Mark Linder, Ph.D., Tiffany
Roberts, Ph.D., Chris Crutchfield, Ph.D., Philip J.
Foulis, M.D., M.P.H., and Jonathan Hoyne, Ph.D.
will tell us more about this exciting meeting as we get
closer to 2022.
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D Officers & Executive Committee

Keri J. Donaldson, MD, PhD
President

Joshua A. Bornhorst, PhD
President Elect

Chris Crutchfield, PhD
Vice-President

M. John Hicks, MD, DDS, PhD
Past President

Jonathan B. Hoyne, PhD
Secretary (2020-23)

Stephen M. Roper, PhD
Treasurer (2019-22)

Shuko Harada, MD
Member, Executive Committee (2020-22)

Yusheng Zhu, PhD
Member, Executive Committee (2020-21)

Alexander Feldman, MD
Chair, Young Fellows Section
Oversight Committee

Robert L. Hunter Jr., MD, PhD
Director of Scientific Sections

Nina Tatevian, MD, PhD
Journal Editor-in-Chief

Charles D. Hawker, PhD, MBA
Executive Director (non-voting)

» 2020-2021 ACS Committees

ATHLETICS COMMITTEE

Joshua A. Bornhorst PhD, Chair
Robert L. Hunter, Jr., MD, PhD
Consolato M. Sergi, MD

Neda Zarrin-Khameh, MD, MPH

AWARDS COMMITTEE

Myra L. Wilkerson, MD, Chair
Robert E. Brown, KD
Alexander Z. Feldman, MD
Philip_R. Foulis, MD, MPH
Nina Tatevian, MD, PhD

CONSTITUTION AND
BYLAWS COMMITTEE

Christopher Crutchfield, PhD, Chair
Vincent A. DeBari, PhD
Laurence M. Demers, PhD
Clive R. Hamlin, PhD

Charles D. Hawker, PhD, MBA

MEMBERSHIP AND
MENTORING COMMITTEE

Joshua A. Bornhorst, PhD, Chair
Alicia Al ec!ras-.Schlmmch, PhD
Mee! i Bidwai Bhattacharjee, MD
Roger Bertholf, PhD.

Christopher Crutchfield, PhD

Keri J. Donaldson, MD, PhD
Alexander Z. Feldman, MD
Jonathan B. Hoyne, PhD

Peter C. Hu, PhD
Consolato M. Sergi, PhD
Roland Valdes, Jr., PhD
Myra L. Wilkerson, MD
Yusheng Zhu, PhD, MS

MUSIC AND ARTS
COMMITTEE

Myra L. Wilkerson, MD, Chair
Alexander Z. Feldman, MD
Philip R. Foulis, MD, MiPH
Frederick L. Kiechle, MD, PhD
Neda Zarrin-Khameh, MD, MPH

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

M. John Hicks, MD, DDS, PhD, Chair
Joshua A. Bornhorst, Phb
Keri J. Donaldson
Philip R. Foulis, MD, MPH
Robert W. Hardy, PhD
Kyle C. Kurek, MD

yra L. Wilkerson, MD

PUBLICATIONS
COMMITTEE

Nina Tatevian, MD, PhD, Chair

Kyle C. Kurek; MD, Co-Chair
ustafa Barbhuiya, PhD

Robert E. Brown, MD

Vincent A. DeBari, PhD

Alexander Z. Feldman, MD

Armand B. Glassman, MD

M. John Hicks, MD, DDS, PhD

Frederick L. Kiechle, Jr., MD, PhD

Yusheng Zhu, PhD, MS

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
gNOV. 2020) VIRTUAL
YMPOSIUM

Robert W. Hardy, PhD, Chair .
Consolato M. Sergi, MD, PhD, Co-Chair
Christopher Crutchfield, PhD
Alexander Z. Feldman, MD

Shuko Harada, MD

Charles D. Hawker, PhD, MBA
Jonathan B. Hoyne, Ph

Stephen M. Roper, PhD.

Roland Valdes, Jr., PhD

YOUNG FELLOWS
SECTION OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE

Alexander Z. Feldman, MD, Chair
Mustafa Bamhl'%a, PhD

Diana Morlote,

Stephen M. Roper, PhD

Eric Rosenbaum, MD, MPH

OFFICERS OF THE
AUXILIARY (2020-2021)

President: Dorothy Brown
Past-President: Becky Hunter
Secretary: Charlotte Gannon
Treasurer: Adrienne Hopfer
Historian: Becky Hunter
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In Memoriam: Jeno E. Szakacs, M.D.

Editor’s Note: An official memorial statement
was just published in the Annals of Clinical and
Laboratory Science, in the April issue, No. 51-2.

Dr. Jeno E. Szakacs,
a founding Fellow

of the Association

of Clinical Scientists
and a past President,
passed away on
March 1, 2021. He
was 96 years of age.
In 2019 at the Annual
Meeting in Hershey,
PA the Association
connected via Skype
with Dr. Szakacs at
his home in Tampa,
FL, His daughter,
Juliana, also an
Association Fellow,
was there along with
the rest of the Szakacs
family to celebrate

the birthday of Dr.
Szakacs wife, Mirella.
We presented Dr. Szakacs with a special certificate
honoring his many years of support for the Association

and the audience assembled for the Annual Banquet was
able to enjoy seeing and hearing from Dr. Szakacs on a

large screen.

Jeno E. Szakacs

Dr. Szakacs served the Association for many years,
participating in the many meetings and workshops,
including conducting demonstrations of laboratory

techniques. He served ACS as President in 1966. In

1971, the Association acknowledged Dr. Szakacs as the

recipient of the Clinical Scientist of the Year Award and,

in 2003, he was presented with the Association’s highest

award, the Gold Headed Cane. Over all the years, Dr.
Szakacs consistently supported the Association with
annual contributions to our programs. The Association
offers our deepest condolences to his family.

At
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